Pain and symptom management clinical, policy, and political perspectives.
During the last decade, the prevalence of cancer pain and the reality of undertreatment have been well documented in both adults and children. There has been a proliferation of educational and regulatory activity setting an expectation that management of pain is a priority. At the same time, pain has come to the attention of the media, advocacy groups, industry, legislators, regulators and litigators creating an environment where this rich and multidimensional aspect of oncology care has moved beyond a clinical focus and opening up a range of opportunities for oncology professionals to participate as experts and leaders. The ethical underpinnings of the mandate to treat pain and attend to suffering compels psychosocial clinicians to advocate for the care of patients and consider participating in an informed way in the policy, legislative and political issues that flourish around the treatment of pain.